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entirety, is readily accessible to handi-
capped persons. This paragraph does
not require a recipient to make each of
its existing facilities or every part of a
facility accessible to and usable by
handicapped persons.

(b) Methods. A recipient may comply
with the requirement of paragraph (a)
of this section through such means as
redesign of equipment; reassignment of
classes or other services to accessible
buildings; assignment of aides to bene-
ficiaries; home visits; delivery of
health, welfare, or other social services
at alternate accessible sites; alteration
of existing facilities and construction
of new facilities in conformance with
the requirements of §1251.302; or any
other methods that result in making
its program or activity accessible to
handicapped persons. A recipient is not
required to make structural changes in
existing facilities where other methods
are effective in achieving compliance
with paragraph (a) of this section. In
choosing among available methods for
meeting the requirement of paragraph
(a) of this section, a recipient shall
give priority to those methods that
offer programs and activities to handi-
capped persons in the most integrated
setting appropriate.

(c) Time period. A recipient shall com-
ply with the requirement of paragraph
(a) of this section within 60 days of the
effective date of this part except that
where structural changes in facilities
are necessary, such changes shall be
made within 3 years of the effective
date of this part, but in any event as
expeditiously as possible.

(d) Transition plan. In the event that
structural changes to facilities are nec-
essary to meet the requirement of
paragraph (a) of this section, a recipi-
ent shall develop, within 6 months of
the effective date of this part, a transi-
tion plan setting forth the steps nec-
essary to complete such changes. The
plan shall be developed with the assist-
ance of interested persons, including
handicapped persons or organizations
representing handicapped persons. A
copy of the transition plan shall be
made available for public inspection.
The plan shall, at a minimum:

(1) Identify physical obstacles in the
recipient’s facilities that limit the ac-
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cessibility of its program or activity to
handicapped persons;

(2) Describe in detail the methods
that will be used to make the facilities
accessible;

(3) Specify the schedule for taking
the steps necessary to achieve full pro-
gram accessibility and, if the time pe-
riod of the transition plan is longer
than 1 year, identify steps that will be
taken during each year of the transi-
tion period; and

(4) Indicate the person responsible for
implementation of the plan.

(e) Notice. The recipient shall adopt
and implement procedures to ensure
that interested persons, including per-
sons with inpaired vision or hearing,
can obtain information as to the exist-
ence and location of services, activi-
ties, and facilities that are accessible
to and usable by handicapped persons.

§1251.302 New construction.

(a) Design and construction. Each fa-
cility or part of a facility constructed
by, on behalf of, or for the use of a re-
cipient shall be designed and con-
structed in such manner that the facil-
ity or part of the facility is readily ac-
cessible to and usable by handicapped
persons, if the construction (ground
breaking) was commenced after the ef-
fective date of this part.

(b) Alteration. BEach facility or part of
a facility which is altered by, on behalf
of, or for the use of a recipient after
the effective date of this part in a man-
ner that affects or could affect the
usability of the facility or part of the
facility shall, to the maximum extent
feasible, be altered in such manner
that the altered portion of the facility
is readily accessible to and usable by
handicapped persons.

(c) Conformance with Uniform Federal
Accessibility Standards. (1) Effective as
of January 18, 1991, design, construc-
tion, or alteration of buildings in con-
formance with sections 3-8 of the Uni-
form Federal Accessibility Standards
(USAF) (appendix A to 41 CFR subpart
101-19.6) shall be deemed to comply
with the requirements of this section
with respect to those buildings. Depar-
tures from particular technical and
scoping requirements of UFAS by the
use of other methods are permitted
where substantially equivalent or
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§1251.400

greater access to and usability of the
building is provided.

(2) For purposes of this section, sec-
tion 4.1.6(1)(g) of UFAS shall be inter-
preted to exempt from the require-
ments of UFAS only mechanical rooms
and other spaces that, because of their
intended use, will not require accessi-
bility to the public or beneficiaries or
result in the employment or residence
therein of persons with physical handi-
caps.

(3) This section does not require re-
cipients to make building alterations
that have little likelihood of being ac-
complished without removing or alter-
ing a load-bearing structural member.

[61 FR 26862, July 28, 1986, as amended at 55
FR 52138, 52140, Dec. 19, 1990]

Subpart 1251.4—Procedures

§1251.400 Procedures for compliance.

The procedural provisions applicable
to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 apply to this part. These proce-
dures are found in §§1250.106, 1250.108
and 1250.110 of this chapter.

Subpart 1251.5—Enforcement of
Nondiscrimination on the
Basis of Handicap in Programs
or Activities Conducted by
the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration

SOURCE: 53 FR 25882 and 25885, July 8, 1988,
unless otherwise noted.

§1251.501 Purpose.

The purpose of this regulation is to
effectuate section 119 of the Rehabili-
tation, Comprehensive Services, and
Developmental Disabilities Amend-
ments of 1978, which amended section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 to
prohibit discrimination on the basis of
handicap in programs or activities con-
ducted by Executive agencies or the
United States Postal Service.

§1251.502 Application.

This regulation (§§1251.501-1251.570)
applies to all programs or activities
conducted by the agency, except for
programs or activities conducted out-
side the United States that do not in-
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volve individuals with handicaps in the
United States.

§1251.503 Definitions.

For purposes of this regulation, the
term—

Assistant Attorney General means the
Assistant Attorney General, Civil
Rights Division, United States Depart-
ment of Justice.

Auxiliary aids means services or de-
vices that enable persons with im-
paired sensory, manual, or speaking
skills to have an equal opportunity to
participate in, and enjoy the benefits
of, programs or activities conducted by
the agency. For example, auxiliary aids
useful for persons with impaired vision
include readers, Brailled materials,
audio recordings, and other similar
services and devices. Auxiliary aids
useful for persons with impaired hear-
ing include telephone handset ampli-
fiers, telephones compatible with hear-
ing aids, telecommunication devices
for deaf persons (TDD’s), interpreters,
notetakers, written materials, and
other similar services and devices.

Complete complaint means a written
statement that contains the complain-
ant’s name and address and describes
the agency’s alleged discriminatory ac-
tion in sufficient detail to inform the
agency of the nature and date of the al-
leged violation of section 504. It shall
be signed by the complainant or by
someone authorized to do so on his or
her behalf. Complaints filed on behalf
of classes or third parties shall describe
or identify (by name, if possible) the
alleged victims of discrimination.

Facility means all or any portion of
buildings, structures, equipment,
roads, walks, parking Ilots, rolling
stock or other conveyances, or other
real or personal property.

Historic preservation programs means
programs conducted by the agency that
have preservation of historic properties
as a primary purpose.

Historic properties means those prop-
erties that are listed or eligible for
listing in the National Register of His-
toric Places or properties designated as
historic under a statute of the appro-
priate State or local government body.

Individual with handicaps means any
person who has a physical or mental
impairment that substantially limits
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